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Mt Emily Recreation Area, Update

December 29, 2006

TO:  Supporters, Proposed Mt Emily Recreation Area

FROM:  Mt Emily Recreation Area Coalition 
{c/o Blue Mtn Singletrack Trails Club, 64302 Mt Glen Rd, La Grande, OR. 97850  Bart Barlow 963.9740}

RE: Update, Proposed Mt Emily Recreation Area  
Public use of the “Mt Emily Recreation Area” (MERA) is “seriously threatened.” And we need your help—now !

Gallatin Northeast Timber and Land Company/Forest Capital Partners LLC (FCP) informed the Union County Commission and the Mt Emily Recreation Coalition (Coalition) that the 3,771 acre area will be listed for sale on their real estate web site on March 30, 2007—the area will be offered to the highest bidder !  If the Coalition and Union County are unsuccessful in their efforts to acquire the MERA, it is likely the timber on the property will be liquidated and the area will be subdivided into 240 acre parcels—continued public use of the area would be very unlikely. 

The Coalition represents a “Grass Roots” effort with the goal of acquiring the MERA on behalf of Union County, and remains optimistic that this acquisition is possible—but we need your help.

What you can do to help !

You will receive periodic MERA,  “Action Alerts” from the Coalition, via letter or email.  Each “Action Alert” will contain specific actions you can take to help us achieve the goal of acquiring, for continued public use, the MERA—and names and telephone numbers for people you can call to ask questions.  An Action Alert is attached to this letter for your review. 

What is the Coalition proposing for the MERA ?

The Coalition is proposing that Union County acquire the MERA—including the property, all existing site improvements, as much of the existing, merchantable timber volume as possible, and all of the rangeland, mineral and related natural resources.  A Feasibility Study/Management Plan(1) was prepared by the Coalition and is available for your viewing. 

How would the acquisition of MERA be funded ?

The goal is for Union County to acquire the MERA, and to the extent practicable to minimize any long term debt.  The Coalition has applied for an Oregon State Parks and Recreation Dept., All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) Grant(2) that is intended to cover the cost of the land, existing improvements and a portion of the merchantable timber.  As it stands today, at least 60% of the merchantable timber would have to be sold, concurrent with the acquisition,  to reduce the total cost of the project.  However, additional funding and partnerships are being reviewed at this time, with the goal of reducing the timber harvest on the property and to provide specific non-motorized recreation zones.  

If Union County acquired the MERA, how would the area be managed ?

MERA would be managed to produce, on a sustainable basis, timber, range, watershed, wildlife, and recreation resources—as it has for decades.  Managed use of ATV’s would be allowed in the MERA.(1,2) In the future, and on an ongoing basis, MERA would return revenue to Union County through receipts from the sale of timber, grazing rights and minerals/rock. Union County Commission has proposed to delegate management of the MERA to a non-profit corporation, with additional governing representatives from all Coalition member groups and agencies.(1,2) 

Special thanks to the Union County Commission, FCP,  residents of Union County and Coalition members for getting us to this point.  Consensus among Union County residents is that the proposed Mt Emily Recreation Area represents “the face” of Union County—with your help we can save it !

QUESTIONS:  Mark Barber 963.8147,  Lance Coburn   562.5339, Mark and Dianne Lewis 962.9355, Bart Barlow 963.9740, Mary McCracken 963.8917, Ron Babcock 962.9529, Rick Bowen, 963.0480, Darin Larvik 963.5459,  Norm Paullus 963. 2646,  John Lamoreau 963.8503

Critical Dates:   

January 11, 2007.  Oregon State Parks and Recreation Dept. Commission decides whether to amend certain administrative rules that would allow 100% funding of land acquisitions for ATV recreation areas (current requirement stipulates a 20% match).  See “Action Alert” attached to this update for how you can help!  Without a 100% grant, it is unlikely Union County will be able to acquire the MERA. 

February 7, 2007.  Oregon Parks and Recreation Dept., ATV Account Allocation Committee meeting.  Committee will decide whether to fund the grant application to allow Union County to acquire the property, all existing improvements and as much of the existing merchantable timber volume as possible.  A separate “Action Alert” will be mailed out to you by mid-January 2007, so you will know how you can help !

March 30, 2007.  Forest Capital Partners LLC/Gallatin NE Oregon Land and Timber Co., LLC, puts Mt Emily Recreation Area on real estate web page and offers property for sale.  
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